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"Do people think that they will be left
alone because they say: 'We believe,
and will not be tested?”

(29:2)
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their lives, the direct words of advice from Alldh are quoted by
quoting the Qur’an, and I provide an interpretation and an
explanation to make it easier for the modern day Muslim to
understand and use this advice practically.

Structure of This Book

This book is divided into 5 chapters, and each chapter consists
of several related life lessons derived from the Noble Qur’an.
These lessons are meant to be as concise as possible, and at the
same time as inspiring and helpful to the reader as possible.

At a time when Muslims think twice before looking into the
Qur’an for answers to their problems, I hope that this book of
relevant life lessons from the Qur’an (that I was in immense
need of during my teen years) will allow the Muslims of the
21st century to recognize the greatness of this miracle from
God, and prevent them from making the same mistakes that I
made during my life.

I pray that Allah accepts this work from me and forgives me for
any mistakes that may be present in this book, and I also pray
that this book helps Muslims to come out of their ‘days of
ignorance’.

Muhammad Bilal Lakhani,
Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia



What to Do?

What to Do when Life is Good?
What to Do when Life is Not as Good?

What to Do when Allah begins to Test your
Faith by Taking away Your Wealth and Your
Health?

A Compilation of Uplifting Verses from the
Qur’an to Help you through Rough Times in
Life

What to Do when You see Yourself acting on
Shaitan’s Desires?
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Hereafter. This Verse also tells us something that a lot of us
refuse to pay heed to much to our own detriment and that is
that your wealth and provision is something that is in the
Hands of Allah and Alldh alone, and so it is much more
beneficial to us if we, for example, ask Alldh sincerely and
passionately for an increase in our wealth rather then spend
endless hours networking and entertaining people in power in
order to get potential favors that may or may not increase our
wealth. The important point here being that we should depend
solely on Allah for our provisions and not on our ‘contacts’ or
friends, for who can be a better friend to have in times of need
than the Lord of the worlds Himself? Furthermore, if we
remember Alldh when our fortunes in life are good then it is
more likely that Alldh will remember us when our fortunes
aren’t that good and we ask Him for help.

Once a Muslim realizes that all his success is due to Allah’s
guidance and blessings, he has got to thank Allah for His
guidance and blessings. The best way to thank Allah is by
praising and by worshipping Him, especially by prostrating to
Him. By thanking Him in this manner you are also benefiting
yourself as now Allah will increase His blessings on you as
Allah says in the Qur’an:

"And He listens to those who believe and do deeds of
righteousness and gives them increase of His Bounty: but for
the disbelievers there is a terrible penalty.” (42:26)

Last Word:

It is also very important not to get corrupted or get used to this
success in life, for Alldh will test us by taking some of it away
and since this life is only temporary, we should not regret that.
Instead we should use this success as a motivating factor to
increase our worship so that we can live with this much ease in
the Hereafter which is in fact our permanent abode. And no
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fim for some of fis sins thereby—even a thorn which pricks
nim." (Aamad 2:303, Sanin Haditn)

So, whenever you find yourself being tested, remember that
you are being rewarded at the same time. Now before we try to
find solutions to the problems in our lives, we must understand
the real causes of the problems in our lives and according to the
Verse I quoted on the previous page, “whatever evil happens to
you is from your (own) soul”, so what does this mean. This
means that all the problems in our lives are of our own
creation. And what action of ours creates these problems?

The answer is our sins. This can be proven using the following
Hadith, Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Aishah  said that Allah’s
Messenger # said:

‘If a person commits many sins and has rothing that will
expiate for them, Allah will test Alm with some grief that will
expiate for them." (Akamad, Sanin Haditn)

So all our problems in this life are due to the sins we commit.
This may be a little tough to swallow initially, so I want you to
look deep into your life and find examples in your life that
prove this statement, at first it was tough for me to accept this
fact too, but upon further study I was able to find a direct link
between the problems in my life and the sins that I have
committed.

Now we know what is the root cause of all the problems in our
lives, so what is the solution? Simple —yet not known to many
Muslims, what I am about to tell you now has the potential to
solve all your life’s problems. The two-part solution to all your
life’s problems is given below:

e Sincerely ask for forgiveness for all the sins that you
have committed and make a pledge to mend your ways,
i.e., not to commit sins anymore as much as possible.

e Increase the time and the quality of your worship.
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the solution to all the problems in this life is to reduce your
sins, to repent and to increase your good deeds. When in need
of a morale boost start doing Dhikr of Allah, reading the
Qur’an, and also take a look at the ‘compilation of uplifting
Verses from the Qur'an (coming later in this chapter) to help
you through rough times in life’.

What to Do when Alldh begins
to Test Your Faith by Taking away
Your Wealth and Your Health?

"Verily, We sent (Messengers) to many nations before you (O
Munammad ). And We seized them with extreme poverty
(or loss in wedlth) and loss in health (with calamities) so that
they mignt umble themselves (believe with Aumility)." (6:42)

It is a well-known fact that Allah tests the faith of Muslims by
taking away their health and their wealth or by threatening to
take it away, but as seen in the Verse above, if a Muslim does
pass the test, his faith will be stronger then it was at the
beginning of the test. The first thing I would like to go over
with you on this topic is everyday examples of how Allah
makes us choose between our faith and our wealth and how
more often than not we make the wrong decision.

The testing begins at a young age, you give the grocer a 5-riyal
note and he gives you change from a 10. You make a split
second decision to keep it or to leave it. As you grow older you
are forced to choose between taking and giving interest in your
dealings with the bank and other institutions and so it
continues. Here is a sample of the questions that appear on the
test of life, consider this a cheat sheet, but just make sure you

know the answer by the time the question comes up in your
life:
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add another choice on the list, and that is a ‘A compilation of
uplifting Verses from the Qur'an to help you through rough
times in life’. You can read this to be inspired by Allah Himself
during rough times as these are direct quotations from the
Qur’an to help you through rough times.

Surat Ash-Sharh (Inspirational words in bold):

S e A

Have We not opened your breast for you (O Munammad #)?
And removed from you your burden,

Which weighed down your back?

And have We not raised you high in fame?

Verily, dlong with every fardsfip is relief,

Verily, dlong with every hardshiip is relief (ie. there is one hardsfip
With two reliefs, so one fiardship cannot overcome two reliefs)

50 when you have finished (your occupation), devote
yourself for Allan's worship.

Andto your Lord (Alone) tum (all your) ntentions and fopes,
(94:1-8)

Surat Al-Hijr (Motivation for not losing faith during testing

times);
45,

46,

47,

48,

49,

The righteous (will be) amid Gardens and fountains (of clear-
flowing water),

(Thelr greeting will be): "Enter You fere in Pedce and Security”

And We shall remove from thelr fearts any lurking sense of
injury: (they will be) brothers (ioyfully) facing each other on
thrones (of dignity).

There no sevse of fatigue shall touch them vor shall they
(ever) be asked 1o leave.

Tell My servants that | am indeed the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful;
(15145-49)
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Surat Al-Bagarah (Allah tests you because he knows you can
handle the affliction):

".No person shall have a burden laid on him greater than
he can bear.," (2:233)

Surat Al-Bagarah (It's all part of the test, just make sure you
don’t give up because help is on its way):

‘Or do you thing that you shall enter the Garden (of Bliss)
withiout such (trials) as came fo those who passed away
before you? They encountered suffering and ddversity and
were so sidken i spirif that even the Messenger and those of
faith who were with aim cried: 'When (Will come) the help of
Allan? antverily, the help of Allan is (always) near!” (2:214)

Surat Al-Ankabut (Can anybody hear me, this is a test, this is
only a test):

2. Do men think that they will be left alone on saying "We
believe” and that they will not be tested?

3. We did test those before them and Allan will certainly
know those who are true from those who are false.

(29:2-3)

What to Do when You see Yourself acting
on Shaitan's Desires?

"pnd if an evil whisper comes to you from Shdgltan, then seek
refuge with Alldn. Verily, He is All Hearer, the All Knower.

Verily, those who are A-Muftaqun (the pious), when an evil
thought comes to them from Shditan, they remember (AllGn)
and (indeed) they then see (arignt).” (7:200, 201)

In order to stop somebody from controlling your life you must
understand how the person operates. I will tell you this in
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detail when I take you ‘inside Shaitan’s head” (if he has one)
later on in the book, but right now I would like to give you a
behind the scenes view of Shaitan’s operation.

Shaitan knows that he can’t make a Muslim commit major sins
at will, so he starts by telling us to commit smaller sins, until
our resistance to these sins drops. Then he tells us to commit a
bigger sin, which in fact looks like a small sin at the time,
Shaitan continues this until we start committing major sins.
Shaitan works by causing us to doubt our beliefs and makes us
either too negligent or too over zealous about our religion,
depending on what's easier for him. If you are or have been
experiencing any of the following thoughts, then Shaitan has
made good headway in your body and you have begun to act
on his desires:

e I'll start praying in the mosque 5 times a day after I

finish my exams - or even worse - after I come back

from my summer vacation.

e I can afford to miss Fajr in the mosque today, (I went
yesterday).

e TI'll pray right after this TV program finishes. (You just
choose a bunch of actors over God).

e This isn’t a lie/it won't hurt anyone/it’s only a joke/I'll
just do it this one time only.

Again I could have gone on but I think you get the point by
now. So now if you find yourself as a pawn in Shaitan’s game,
what are you to do? Well, the answer to that question is in the
Verses quoted before:

"And if an evil whisper comes To you from Shdgitan, then seek
refuge with Alldn.." (7:200)

When you get that feeling, that tinge, that push from Shaitan
telling you to do something wrong that seems fun or easy at the
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time but deep inside you know it's wrong for you to do, the
first thing you must do is go straight to the part of the house
where you keep the Qur'an, or go to a mosque, get hold of a
copy of the Qur’an and start reciting the Qur’an as much as you
can until you are able to exert some sort of control over the
desires created by Shaitan.

Tip of a Lifetime:

One way in which you can seek refuge with Alldh from Shaitan
is by reciting the last two chapters of the Noble Qur'an—
namely Surat Al-Falag and Surat An-Nas.

Last Word,

Shaitan works in mysterious ways and so to combat him we
must do what Allah says in plenty of places in the Qur’an, and
that it is to seek refuge with Alldh by remembering Him, i.e., by
doing Dhikr of Allah, and one of the best ways of doing Dhikr is
by reading the Qur’an and praying and fasting voluntarily.
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Getting Into Parabdise...
A Step-by-Step Plan

e The Dynamics of the Plan

e Compilation of Qur’anic Verses describing
Paradise

e A Written Contract between You and God
¢ Explanation of the Articles in the Contract
e A fully-filled Sample Contract

e The Personalized Road to Success

e Unbelievably Easy Ways to get into Paradise
that would make Shaitan cry
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motivated, it is essential for you to be committed and dedicated
to the plan, and in order to do this I'm going to make you sign
a renewable one year contract between you and Alldh (on page
34), complete with a mission statement, contractual obligations -
and punitive damages for failing to meet your obligations. As a
result you will now have a written commitment to Alldh and
penalties for not fulfilling your commitments.

Once the written commitment is in place and you are sufficiently
motivated, we will move on to the implementation stage of the
plan, where you will not only learn some of the easiest ways to
get into Paradise that will make Shaitan’s eyes roll in anger, but
you will also learn how to maximize on smaller good deeds.

LastWord:

The goal of a Muslim in this life is to be a servant to Alldh,
period. The meaning of the word Islam is to ‘surrender’. This is
in reference to the fact that Muslims are supposed to surrender
their desires for those of Allah’s. This is an absolutely essential
concept to understand for a Muslim. He must not put his
success in this life higher in priority than his religious
obligation to follow Allah’s orders.

The purpose of our life on earth is not enjoyment for us, but
subservience towards Allah. Our real enjoyment is being saved
up for the Hereafter, so don’t go in the vain search for self-
fulfillment by indulging yourself in illegal pleasures here on
earth. Remember [slam is the only ‘way of life’ in which a
person ‘can have it all’, just not all of it at the same time.
Imagine how sad it is to make a million dollars in daytime and
have a car crash at night and spend the rest of your life in Hell.
Islam makes sure that doesn’t happen to you unless you make
it happen by turning your back on Allah.
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Compilation of Qur'anic Verses
describing Paradise

There will be times in your life when you will want to get off
this plan, or when you will fall off your plan. All you need to
- do at these times in your lives is that you need to re-energize
vour motivation. This compilation and the compilation describing
Hell later in the book will help you do this. So here is what you
are fighting for, in the words of the One and the Only Lord of
all mankind:

Surat Ar-Rahman (taking vou inside Paradise for the next two

minutes):

46 But for such as fear the time when they will stand before
(the Judgment Seat of) their Lord, there will be two Gardens—

47 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?

48 Containing all kRinds (of trees and delights),

49 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?
50 Inthem (eacn) will be two Springs flowing (free):

51 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?
52 I them will be Fruits of every kind two and two.

53 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?

54 They will recline on Carpets, whose inner linings will be of rich -
brocade, the Fruit of the Gardens will be near (and edsy of
reach),

55 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?

56 In them will be (Maidens), Chaste restraining their glances,
Whnom no man or Jinn before them has touched:—
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57 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deniy?
58 Like unto rubies and coral,

59 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deniy?
60 Is there any Reward for Good other than Good?

61 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?
62 And besides these two there are two otfer Gardens,—
63 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?
64 Dark green in color (from plentiful watering).

65 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?

66 In them (each) will be two springs pouring forth water in
continuous abundance:

67 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?
68 In them will be Fruits, and dates and pomegranates:
69 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?
70 In them will be fair (companions), good beautiful;—~

71 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?

72 Companions restrdined (as to their glances) in (goodly)
paviions—

73 Then which of the favor of your Lord will you deny?

74 Wnom no man or Jinn before them has fouched,—

75 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?

76 Reclining on green Cushilons and rich Carpets of beauty,
77 Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deniy?

78 Blessed is the Name of your Lord full of Mdiesty, Bounty
and Honor.

(55:46-78)
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The Contract

Mission Statement: 1 am signing
this contract as a means to help me fulfill the purpose of
my life, which is to act in servitude of Alldh purely and
sincerely to gain His pleasure and hence gain admittance
into Paradise. -

Article 1: Gradual reduction of sins

Section 1: (Selection)

(i) The three greatest sins that I am committing in my life are

1- 7
2. and
3.

(ii) I will immediately stop committing the following sin
from the list above, and 1
will work to gradually eliminate the other two of my greatest
sins over the period of the year.

Section 2: (Abating)

(i) My Best Alternative Deeds (B.A.D.) are:

1. ,
2. ' and
3.

(ii) I promise to repent for the sins that I have committed and
that I will happen to commit in the future in many ways and
especially by saying ‘Subhan-Allhi wa bihamdihi’ and *Subhan-
Alldhil-Azim” 100 times every day before/after I offer my
prayer everyday.
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(ii) I plan to recite the Qur’an for 10/15/20 minutes everyday,
and I will try to read it most probably in the following time
glot: _:  to_ .

Article 5: Sealing the Deal:

Starting today (Date:__/__/ ) to one year from now
(Date:__/__/ ), 1 will In sha’
Alléh try my best to honor all the commitments that I have
made in this contract and I will also try my best to uphold the
honor of Islam and Muslims everywhere.

Signature: . (Good Luck)

Explanation of the Articles in the Contract:

I'll be talking you through all the articles in the contract so that
you can fill one up for yourself, if you are still confused after
reading this then go on to the ‘fully-filled sample contract’, that
should clear up any doubts.

Article 1, Section 1:

(i) Simply list the three greatest sins you are committing in your
life. If you are not fulfilling one of the pillars of Islam make sure
you mention that in this list. The order in which you list the
sins is not important.

(ii) Mention the sin that you can stop committing immediately,
your choice should be a compromise between how easy it is for
you to stop it and how great the sin is. For the other two sins
you will eliminate them gradually over the period of the year.

Section 2:

(i) Here you have to list three of your Best Alternative Deeds
(B.A.D.). This is something that you will never have heard
before, and it has no basis in the Qur’an or Sunnah. But basically
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Article 3, Section 1:

List any three penalties that you can impose on yourself upon
not being able to fulfill any of your obligations in the contract.
These can be anything from giving away a certain amount of
money to charity, or to promise to observe a voluntary fast, etc.
However, if you fear that you will not fill out this contract due
to this article, then leave out this article for this year, maybe
next year you can work up the guts to put your money where
your mouth is.

Point To Ponder: I know many of you will hesitate to use the
contract because of this penalty clause, for the fact that we fear
the penalties that we will impose on ourselves. But why then
do we not fear the penalties that Allah will impose on us when
we fail to complete our commitments to Him.

Article 4, Section 1:

(i) and (ii) are pretty straightforward clauses, just encircle your
choices and fill in the blanks. The reason I'm asking you for
specific time commitments is because we all “plan’ to do a lot of
stuff, but it is only when we write down our plans with specific
time frames for accomplishing them, and penalties for not
accomplishing them, then only do we succeed in converting
our plans into reality.

Article 5:

Again this is pretty straightforward, fill in your name, the date
today and the date one year from now, and put your signature.

A Word of Caution

This contract is not derived from the Qur’an or the Sunnah and
it is not a part of Islam. It is purely a document meant for those
people who keep on planning to do great things in regard to
their religion and never actually get around to doing anything.
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(i) I promise to repent for the sins that I have committed and
that I will happen to commit in the future, by among other
things saying ‘Subhan-Alldhi wa bihamdihi’ and *Subhan-Alldhil-
Azim’ 100 times every day before/after I read my ‘Asr prayer
everyday.

Article 2: Gradual increment of good deeds

Section 1:

(i) I plan to start doing the following two major good deeds in
my life daily:

‘praying five times a day’, and

‘going to the mosque to pray 5 times a day’.

(i) By the end of the year, I plan to be doing the following
three ‘shortcut-to-Paradise” deeds:

1, 2, 3. Choose any from the list on page 44.

Article 3: The punitive damage clause

Section 1:

(i) In the unlikely event that I am not able to fulfill any of my
contractual obligations in this contract by the end of the year,
in addition to seeking repentance from Allah, I will impose
the following three penalties on myself:

1. Giving away 500 rivals in charity,

2. Praying 10 Nafl Rak’ahs of prayer, and

3. Doing Itikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan.
Article 4: The Qur’an clause

Section 1:

@ I plan to finish reciting the
Qur’an with translation every month/3/6/9/12 months
beginning on the date of the signing of the contract.
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The following is an excerpt from an article that I wrote about
willpower, this was not an Islamic article, but an article meant
to boost morale in times of hardships:

The Difference between
Success and Failure

Question: What is the difference between the successful people
and the not so successful people in this world?

Answer: The difference is that successful people have the
willpower to accomplish what they set out to do regardless of
what hardships they face while achieving their objective. These
people are inspired from within to accomplish whatever they
set their mind to. The people who fail in life are those who are
either too afraid of failure to commit themselves fully to a goal,
or are just plain lazy to dream, let alone put everything on the
line to accomplish that dream. Don’t believe me that the entire
balance of success and failure in life is that easy to explain, well
then here are the words of two men, the first one being one of
the most successful men to walk on earth:

“Always bear in mind that your own resolution to
success is more important than any other one thing”.
Abraham Lincoln

“The difference between a successful person and
others is not a lack of strength, not a lack of
knowledge, but rather a lack of will.”

Vincent T. Lombardi

When I thought that I had gotten a rough deal in life, I blamed
everything in the world except myself for it. When [ realized
however that doing that changed nothing for me, that’s when it
hit me. The difference between me and Bill Gates is not because
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So, now you know the importance of willpower. And where is
a Muslim supposed to derive his willpower from? From his
faith in Allah—the stronger our faith the stronger our willpower,
and hence the more likely we are to get into Paradise. Here are

some simple ways (but by no means all the ways) to increase
your faith in Allah:

1. Increase your Dhikr of Alldh. You can do this by reading the
Qur’an, by praying voluntarily, et cetera, etcetera.
2. Increase your good deeds, the big ones and the little ones.

3. Decrease your sins, and repent for your previous sins.

Once equipped with strong willpower, implementation is not a
problem. What to implement is in your contract and some of
the details follow next.

Shortcuts to Paradise

Each shortcut stated below guarantees Paradise if followed
properly:

Shortcut # 1:

Allah says in the Qur’an:

"If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do,
We shall remit from you your (smdall) sins, and admit you to
a Noble Entrance (le, Paradise)." (4:31)

So if we avoid the great sins, we can get into Paradise with
ease. So what are these great sins, well most of them are listed
in the Hadith below, so avoid them and other known great sins
and get into Paradise:

The Prophet # said,
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Shortcut # 7:

Offering the 4 Rak’at Sunnah prayer before offering the Fard Zuhr
prayer.

Shortcut # 8:

Performing Hajj that is accepted by Allah, i.e., Hajj Mabrur.

Shortcut # 9:

Answering the Adhan whenever you hear it.

Point To-Ponder:

After reading all these incredibly easy ways of getting into
Paradise you must have realized by now that Alldh is trying to
make it easier for us to get into Paradise, and not harder. So the
only thing stopping us from getting into Paradise is we
ourselves.

Isn'tit?

A Word of Caution:

Although the Ahadith where these shortcuts have been derived
from, clearly state that you may get into Paradise by following
these shortcuts, the final decision rests with Alldh and so I can
take no personal responsibility for you getting into/not getting
into Paradise by following these shortcuts. And remember that
following these shortcuts does not give you a free hand to
commit sins (especially in connection with shortcut no. 1), or to
stop committing other good deeds. Remember on the Day of
Judgment you will be rewarded and punished based on all
your actions in this life, not just some selected actions. And
Allah is always fair in His Judgment.
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A Foolproof Method
for Staying Out of Hell

¢ Inside Shaitan’s Head

¢ Shaitan’s Weapons of Mass Destruction

e How to Stop Shaitan in His Tracks

e Compilation of Qur'anic Verses describing Hell
e Mastering the Art of Repentance

¢ Some Inspiring Words of Advice

"Such is the punisiment (in this life), but truly, the
punisnment of the Heredfter is greater, if they but
Rnew.” (68:33)
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Inside Shaitan's Head

"(Iblees) said: "By Your Might, then | will surely mislead thiem all,

(38:82)
This Verse on its own does a good job of convincing us that
Shaitan is an open enemy to us, who is bent on taking us to
Hell with him. So what is it that we have to do to stay out of
Hell? —Well, we have to look at how Shaitan controls us and
then try to come up with effective methods to diminish and
eventually eliminate his control over us. But before we can do
anything else we must understand the origins and the creation
of Shaitan, and so that's what were going to begin with, here is
the story of the creation of Shaitan in the Words of Allah
Almighty Himself:

(Remember) when your Lord sdid to the angels: "Truly, | am
going to create man from clay,

"

So when | nave fashioned nim and breathed into aim (Ais)
soul created by Me, then you fall down prostrate to fim."

So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them:
Except Iblees, he was proud and was one of the disbelievers,

(Alan) said: "0 Iblees! Wiat prevents you from prostrating
yourself to one wiom | Aave created with Both My Hands.,
Are you too proud (fo fdll prostrate to Adam) or are you
one of the nign exalted?”

(Iblees) said: ‘I am better than ne, You created me from fire,
and You created him from clay.'

(Klan) said: "Then get ouf from here, for verily, you are outcast,
"And verilyl, My Curse is on you till the Day of Recompense.”

(Iblees) said: “My Lord! Give me then respite fill the Day the
(dead) are resurrected.”
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(Allan) said: "Verily! You are of those allowed respite
Till the Day of the time appointed.”
(Iblees) said: "By Your Might, then | will surely wislead them dll

"Except Your chosen slaves amongst them (faithful, obedient,
true believers of Islamic Monotheism)."

(Allan) said: "The Truth is—and the Truth | say,—

Thnat | will fill Hell with you (lblees) and those of them
(mangrind) that follow you, together.

(38:71-85)

Now you know how Shaitan was created, so how does he
work, how does he make us a victim of our own desires (or
hormones as they call them these days). As seen from the story
above the mission statement of his life is to take as many of us
as possible to Hell. But how does he go about doing this, well
to explain that to you I'm going to quote myself from earlier in
the book:

“Shaitan knows that he can’t make a Muslim commit major
sins at will, so he starts by telling us to commit smaller sins,
until our resistance to these sins drops. Then he tells us to
commit a bigger sin, which in fact looks like a small sin at the
time, Shaitan continues this until we start committing major
sins. Shaitan works by causing us to doubt our beliefs and
makes us either too negligent or too over zealous about our
religion, depending on what's easier for him.”

The best way Shaitan can help us on our way to Hell is by
making it easier for us to commit sins. Any good Muslim with
a decent amount of faith will always try to justify his sins, and
this is where Shaitan steps in, he gives us what seem to be very
valid justifications for committing sin at the time. Now what
I've done to combat this is that I've made a list of Shaitan’s
most vicious justifications in the form of a list termed ‘Shaitan’s
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weapons of mass destruction” which is basically a list of
thoughts Shaitan makes you think to get you to commit sins. So
now if you ever catch yourself thinking one of these thoughts,
you will know that Shaitan has you in his arms, and now
without a further delay here they are:

Shaitan’s Weapons of
Mass Destruction

o These are the years that I can enjoy myself, I have all my
life in front of me to worship Allah.

¢ I am young, I can afford to commit these sins now, I
can always ask for forgiveness later. (These words spell
D-E-A-T-H, nuclear style to your faith)

o If everybody is doing it, it can’t be that sinful.
e ButI've been doing it all my life I can’t just stop now.
¢ Just this one time, I'll never do it again, I promise.

o Life is to be short to be living it like a good Muslim, [ can
do some of this and some of that and manage somehow.

e This is not how a teenager should be living his life, I'm
wasting my life, I haven't lived my life because I have
been a good Muslim all this time.

¢ I'm missing out on the best years of my life.
And finally after a couple of years the death blow:
e Idon'tcare! (Very few make it back after this)

Many of these are things that ordinary people tell good Muslims
in order to encourage them to commit sins. (But I am not saying
that people who tell you this are Shaitan, don’t try to pull their
hair off or something to check.)
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Last Word:

Shaitan is an open and sworn enemy of Muslims, and if one is
going to fight an enemy it is absolutely essential to understand
the tactics which Shaitan is going to use to fight you, as this will
give you the upper edge when you are locked in a fight over
your desires. Shaitan attacks Muslims at every stage of their
faith, when they are negligent, he keeps them negligent, when
they are perfect he makes them proud. Shaitan uses tactics
ranging from making you look for excuses and reasons not to
do certain good deeds, he even uses laziness as a weapon. To
get you to do evil he makes the evil seem so pleasurable that it
becomes extremely hard to resist. He makes the forbidden
seem lawful, and the lawful seem forbidden.

How to Stop Shaitan in His Tracks

'S0 when you want to recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with
Allan from Shaitan, the outcast (the cursed one).

Verily! He Nas no power over those who believe and put their
trust only in their Lord (Allan).

His power is only over those who obey and follow fim
(Shaitan), and those who joln partners with Him (Allagn) (le.
those wiho are MusiriRun—polytheists.”

(16:98-100)
This topic has been dealt with in great detail in “What to do
when you see yourself acting on Shaitan’s desires’ in chapter 1.
But to summarize for you in one line what you have to do in

order to stop Shaitan in his tracks I'm going to quote the
following Verse from the Qur’an:

‘And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shditan, then seek
refuge with Allgn.." (7:200)
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Say: “I seeR refuge with (Allan) the Lord of mankind,
"The King of mankind,
"The llan (God) of mankind,

“From the evil of the whisperer (devil wio whispers evil in the
hearts of men) who withdraws (from fis whispering in one's
neart after one remembers AllGn),

"Who whispers in the breasts of mankind,
"Of Jinns and men.”
(14:1-6)

Compilation of Qur’anic Verses
describing Hell

"Alan nas promised the hypocrites; men and women, and
the disbelievers, the Fire of Hell, therein shall they abide, It will
suffice them. Allan has cursed them and for them is the
lasting torment.” (9:68)

This compilation has been made for only one reason, and that is
to literally scare you to death about dying as a sinner. After
reading this compilation, you will have a clear picture of Hell
in your mind, and if you've just committed a sin recently,
reading the following Verses will send chills down your spine.

(It will be sdid:) "This is the Day of Judgment which you used to
deny.”

(it will be sdid to the angels:) "Assemble those wiho did wrong,
together with thelr companions (from the devils) and what they
used to worship.

"Instead of Allan, and lead them on to the way of flaming Fire
(Hell);

(37:21-23)
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